Leathermarket JMB runs your estate and we are managed by the people who live here
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Message from
the chair…
Summer is here and we’ve put together a special newsletter packed
with ideas to do over the school holidays along with money saving tips.
Can’t afford a summer holiday? Don’t panic as we are organising a FREE trip to the seaside this
August for the whole family to enjoy. We’ll do all the organising (and the driving) so all you need
to do is pack a picnic and sit back and relax. We’ve also included lots of ideas on how to keep
the children occupied over the summer without spending a fortune. And don’t forget to enter the
competition on the back cover – you could win £50 to spend this summer.
Remember it’s really important to continue to pay your rent on time throughout the whole year.
Check out our special budgeting guide on page 7 which has lots of top tips and ideas to help you
manage your money and keep your finances afloat.
Inside this issue you can also see photos from our successful Easter Afternoon Tea. Offering free
activities like this (and the summer seaside trip) is one of the things the JMB Board fund to bring
our community together.

We feel it is important to invest our money into community activities as well as
housing services. If you have a good idea for a community event or an excursion
please let us know and we will consider it when planning future events.
We always want to hear ideas and suggestions from local residents on how we can improve the
way we deliver your housing service so we can make this an even better place to live. Better
still, why not join your local Tenants and Residents Association or join one of our sub groups or
even the Board (see page 4 for more details of how you can get involved).

Christine Parsons
local resident and Chair of Leathermarket JMB Board

Competition
Summer
recipe

Tenant illegally subletting through Airbnb loses home
A tenant who was illegally subletting his home by advertising it on the Airbnb website
has been evicted in July.
Remember only the people listed on your tenancy agreement can live in your home.
You can’t sublet to anyone else. We can and do take legal action against housing
fraudsters and will evict anyone who is caught cheating on their tenancy agreement.

Summer 2018
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What's on

this summer!
Coach trip to
the seaside

Free events
in the local
area

We are planning a coach trip to the seaside this
summer when you can swap London for a day
relaxing on the beach.

The Unicorn Theatre in Tooley Street oﬀers much
more than live theatre. Pop in to one of the free
family activities on oﬀer this summer including:

We subsidise the trip, making it an affordable way
for you and your family to enjoy a mini getaway this
August. Keep an eye out for details nearer the time; we
will advertise the coach trip on estate noticeboards and
on our website www.leathermarketjmb.org.uk

7 July and 21 July
Magic Nuudles FREE
Fun messy play sessions for age 2 upwards.

We will not be holding a fun day on the estate this year,
and instead focusing our attention on planning and
funding the seaside trip.
Summer days out with Leathermarket JMB
In August we will be taking trips to see Aladdin at
the theatre, visiting London Zoo, Kidzania, SeaLife
Aquarium and also travelling to the seaside in August.
Check out our website and noticeboards for
more details. Pop into the JMB reception area to book
your tickets. Families can only go on one trip.

Other free
days out
Check your local library for details of free kids activities
and events. London is home to some of the best adventure
playgrounds which offer hours of FREE fun. Check out
the tumbling playground at Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park in Stratford, the Diana, Princess of Wales’ Memorial
Playground or meet the animals at Hackney City Farm.

14 July and 28 July
Fingerprint Bouquets FREE
A chance for little ones to enjoy
fingerprint flower crafts. Messy fun
ideal for 18months to 3 year olds.
22 September 2018
Open House Day, 10am-4pm FREE
Step behind the scenes for an exclusive guided tour of
the theatre, then make your own paper skyscraper in the
Paper Cities crafts activities, ideal for ages 7+.
The theatre also runs creative workshops throughout the
summer where children can learn dance, circus, drama or
puppetry skills (costs apply). Call 020 7645 0560 or pop in
to the theatre at 147 Tooley Street for more details.
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Meet the residents
taking charge
Did you know that Leathermarket JMB is run by residents for residents?
Ten local people sit on the Board of Directors to decide
how we are run and how and where we invest money into
this neighbourhood.
Any tenant or a leaseholder can stand for election to
become a Director and help shape your housing service.
You’ll need to be nominated by your local Tenants and
Residents Association so get in touch with them and
make sure your voice is heard.

MEET OUR
CURRENT BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

What does the Board of Directors do?
3 Steers the overall direction of the organisation
3 Makes sure local needs are listened to
3 Agrees how we can improve our services and
invest money
3 Ensures the JMB remains financially stable and
meets its legal obligations
As well as helping to transform and improve your estate,
being a Director has many personal benefits too.
You’ll get to meet new people, boost your self-confidence
and learn lots of new and transferrable skills that will
really enhance your CV.

There are lots of other ways to get involved including joining a sub group focusing
on Major Works, Performance, Finance or Communication and Participation.

Christine Parsons
Chair
Crosby, Lockyer &
Hamilton TRA

David Hawkins
Lawson Estate

Jean Davies
Bermondsey Street
TRA

Linda Garrick
Decima Street TRA

Sarah Hatchard
Kipling TRA

John Paul Lynch
Vice-chair
Crosby, Lockyer &
Hamilton TRA

Desmond Mainda
Lawson Estate

Sean Jeanette
Decima Street TRA

Jackie Scorer
Kipling TRA

Nigel Koch
Bermondsey Street
TRA

Summer 2018
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New homes at
Marklake Court
27 new aﬀordable homes for JMB residents have been completed
on the Kipling Estate. The new development is called Marklake
Court and is on the site of the former garages.
The story of Marklake Court began in 2011. During the continuation
ballot many JMB residents said that although they loved their
neighbourhood their current homes weren’t meeting their needs.
Some families were living in overcrowded properties, some had
spare bedrooms and were affected by the bedroom tax, and others
had health issues that meant their homes were no longer suitable.
Residents asked the JMB to address the lack of affordable housing
in the neighbourhood, and in 2014 the JMB set up the Leathermarket
Community Benefit Society (CBS) to build new homes.
Marklake Court has been a truly community-led development; the
product of a long journey for Leathermarket JMB, Leathermarket
CBS, and the local community. Local residents set the brief for
“homes the community could be proud of” and many local people
worked with Bell Phillips Architects on the design of the building,
helping to make decisions about everything from the height of the
building to the flooring and fixtures in individual flats.
The project has been delivered
through a successful partnership
with Southwark Council, which has
enabled this development of local
homes by local people and for local
people. Leathermarket CBS’s second
community-led housing project
is scheduled
to begin
construction on
the Lawson Estate
early next year.

Be a good neighbour
One of the best things about living on one
of the five JMB estates is our fantastic
community spirit. We all want to get on with
our neighbours, and so we’ve put together
some top tips on how everyone can enjoy
living here and reduce complaints of noise
nuisance, which often starts neighbour
disputes especially in the summertime.
Keep the volume down on TVs, radios,
stereos and musical instruments.
If you’re planning a party or summer
get-together let your neighbours know
beforehand and tell them when it will finish.
Don’t allow children to throw or kick balls
against neighbours’ walls or fences.
Do not leave dogs unattended for long
periods as they may bark or whine or
cause other nuisance.
Keep DIY to
daytime hours,
ideally mid-week.

Got a noise problem?
Talk to your neighbour and politely explain
the issue. If the noise continues let us know,
or if you need a quick response, especially
out of oﬃce hours, call Southwark
Council’s noise team on 020 7525 5777
(24 hour service).

6

Leathermarket JMB Bulletin

Bringing our
community
together
We organise regular events and social
activities that bring our community together.
It’s a great way for neighbours to get to know one another and
promote community spirit on our estate.

Got a lot on
your mind?

It’s good to talk
If you are thinking about suicide, are worried
about a friend, loved one, or would like
emotional support, Samaritans network is
available 24/7 for anyone who needs to talk.
The service is free and confidential. You can
talk to them anytime in your own way.
If something is troubling you just get in touch.
There are several ways to contact the
Samaritans:
• Call free on 116123
• Email: Jo@Samaritans.org
• Talk face to face at 1-5 Angus Street, New
Cross, London SE14 6LU
• Write to them at Freepost RSRB-KKBYCYJK, PO Box 9090, Stirling, FK8 2SA

A helping hand
to get online

We worked with Awkward Theatre to
make a short film with residents on the
estate. If you are 2 - 15 years old email
amy@awkwardcity.co.uk to get involved.

We are
planning a coach
trip to the beach
this summer
(see page 3).

At Easter we
enjoyed a lovely
afternoon tea.

Calling all JMB residents who need
support to use computers and the internet.
The citizens Advice Bureau offer FREE digital
sessions on the first and third Wednesday
of each month in the JMB oﬃce. Drop in
anytime between 10am and 2pm for help
and support with:
3 Getting online
3 Making and managing your Universal
Credit claim online
3 Setting up a MySouthwark account
3 Using the internet to save money

Summer 2018
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Get a grip
on your
finances
Trying to keep the kids entertained during the holidays can leave you out of pocket
and back to school costs in September like new uniform and school supplies all
add up. Follow our budgeting guide below to help you manage your money this
summer so you don’t start the new school term in debt.
Free kids activities – You don’t need to spend a fortune
to keep the kids happy over the holidays. London is home
to world-famous museums providing hours of free fun
for kids of all ages. Search for ‘free activities’ at
www.visitlondon.com and check out our summer
what’s on guide on page 3.
Plan your meals – Get the kids to help draw up a weekly
meal planner. It should cut your grocery bill and stop you
wasting money on expensive takeaways and meals out.
Cut your coﬀee costs – It’s easy to spend a
fortune on lattes, cakes and snacks in
coffee shops. Save money by investing in
a flask or insulated mug to drink homemade
coffee on the go. And don’t forget to take
reusable water bottles and pack snacks
for the kids whenever you go out. Try making
our smoothie recipe on page 8.
Set a budget – It sounds simple but many people
struggling with debt simply don’t stop and look at their
finances until it’s too late. Make a note of everything you
spend each week. If you’re spending more money than
you receive in salary or benefit payments it’s time to
make some urgent changes.

Prioritise your bills – essential bills like your rent must
be paid (or you’ll lose your home) but are there other
costs you could cancel such as gym membership or
magazine subscriptions?
Cut your household bills – use websites like
www.uswitch.com to compare prices and get a better
deal on lots of bills including gas and electricity, mobile
phone, broadband and even car insurance.
Be a smart shopper – Make a weekly
shopping list and stick to it. Don’t be
tempted by special offers in the
supermarket that entice you to buy
more than you actually need (eg buy 2
get one 1 free offers) and always
compare prices of different brands.
Before you buy anything – from a cappuccino
to a pair of jeans – ask yourself if you really need it.
Use your legs – Cut your petrol or bus/train fare costs by
walking instead (it will save you money and keep you fit).
Ditch expensive habits – Cigarettes and alcohol are
expensive as well as unhealthy. Cut them out of your life
and you’ll be amazed at how much money you’ll save.

If you’re struggling with debt and having problems paying your rent please talk to your Rent Officer as soon as possible.
We can help you set up a budget and work out a way forward. Remember if you don’t pay your rent you could lose your home.

Whether you want a new bbq
or a new bikini this summer,
enter our competition and you
could win £50 to spend on
whatever you want.
Simply tell us which page the
photo below features on and
send your name, address and
contact number to the address
below before 31 July 2018.

Competition rules: Open to Leathermarket
JMB residents only. Winner will be chosen
at random and may be published in our
next newsletter. The judge’s decision is final
and no correspondence will be entered in
to. We will not pass on your details to any
third party.

Congratulations to Suzan Elzein
who won £50 in the competition
in our last newsletter.

GET IN
TOUCH

Come and meet your local Safer Neighbourhood Teams on Thursday
26th July 2018 at our housing oﬃce at 26 Leathermarket Street.
Drop in anytime between 12 noon and 1pm to report and discuss
any problems and ﬁnd out about your local police service.

Whip up a
summer
smoothie
Kids will love making
this delicious and
healthy summer
smoothie and it’s a great
way to use up any fruit
that has gone soft.
• 1 banana
• A handful of any other fresh or
frozen fruit you have at home such
as peaches, mango, pineapple, strawberries.
• 1/2 cup yogurt or milk
• Small handful of ice
Miz together until smooth then enjoy!

If you have a comment or query about your housing service or a suggestion for
the next issue of this magazine please let us know.
• Phone the JMB oﬃce on 020 7450 8000
• Visit the JMB oﬃce at 26 Leathermarket Street, London SE1 3HN
The oﬃce is open weekdays 9am to 4:45pm and we close at 1pm on Wednesdays.
• Email us:
General enquiries – enquiries@leathermarketjmb.org.uk
Non-urgent repairs – repairs@leathermarketjmb.org.uk

We are Southwark’s largest resident managed housing organisation running 1500 homes between London Bridge and Tower Bridge.

Produced by Ocean Edge PR Ltd
www.oceanedgepr.co.uk
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Meet your local police officers

