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Resounding support for the JMB in continuation ballot 
Residents retained control of local estates in the continuation ballot held in October. The ballot 
which takes place every 5 years returned the highest approval rating in the organisation’s 20 year 
history.   
 

The JMB took management of 21 new dwellings at Villiers Court, Weston Street in October. The properties  
built by Southwark were handed to the JMB to manage.  (continued on page 2) 
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Paying your water charges—public meeting 
All Southwark Council tenants (including those living on JMB estates) have historically 
paid their water rates as part of their weekly rent.  
 

As a result of a court ruling in May last year however water charges will no longer be 
collected as part of the rent. From the 1st 
April 2017 all tenants will be responsible 
for paying their water rates directly to the 
Thames Water.   
Tenants should receive their annual bill in 
April with information on various payment 
options. Obviously, rent charges from April 
will be reduced accordingly to reflect the 
change in payment arrangements. 
The JMB will be hosting a public meeting 
on the 15th March, at 6:30pm, at the JMB 
office with a representative of Thames Water 
present to answer any questions on the change over.  Thames Water will also be 
presenting a number of schemes which will help residents reduce their water bill now 
they are direct customers. 
 

The Community Benefit Society (CBS) 
was created in 2014 by the JMB to build 
truly affordable homes, at Council rents, 
for local people. The organisation was 
launched in  response to concerns raised 
by the JMB community about the 
desperate shortage of suitable homes for 
people in housing need.  
 

The first project to be undertaken by the 
CBS is at the site of garages located at 
Guy Street, Kipling Estate and is due for 
completion in the summer 2018. 
 

Affordability has been important but also 
significant is that plans for the 

development have been led by residents from the outset. Starting with a blank 
sheet of paper the professional  team have explored the aspirations and concerns  
of local residents, which should produce a building the new residents can truly call 
theirs. 

More homes for local people 
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Leathermarket JMB to take on the administration of 
leasehold services 
We are working towards taking over the administration of leasehold services 
which is currently provided by Southwark Council. This service notably 
includes the  invoicing of leaseholders for services and works. The JMB had 
managed to negotiate this service for free in previous years but the Council 
now charges and the JMB has become concerned about the level of these 
costs.   
The transition process will be an incremental one which is likely to take two 
years to complete. However, the JMB should be compiling the actual bills 
scheduled for delivery around September 2017. 
Taking on this aspect of work is a huge undertaking financially and 
logistically but the JMB believes that leaseholders will benefit from the 
service being provided locally. 
 

In addition to the 27 new 
properties at Kipling Estate 
the CBS has also opened 
consultation meetings with 
residents at the Lawson 
Estate regarding the old 
Joseph Lancaster Nursery 
site . Once again, working in 
partnership with Southwark 
Council, the objective will be 
to deliver homes for local 
people at Council rents. Keep 

checking the Leathermarket CBS and JMB websites for future consultation 
dates.  

Perronet House Ballot result 
Residents of Perronet House were balloted in January as to whether they 
wanted to join the JMB. The ballot was initiated by Perronet residents who felt 
a change in management could improve services. The turn out was very good 
at 77% with the majority of residents voting in favour of the merger. The vote 
was not successful however as it crucially required a majority of tenants to  
vote in favour. Although the overwhelming majority of leaseholders (44 out of 
46 ) voted in favour of joining the JMB, the tenant vote was split at 24 for and 
30 against.   

All the latest JMB news can be found at  http:/www.leathermarketjmb.org.uk/ 
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